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Early Summer Slowdown 


There are no important names or predictably popular sellers in this issue; there are also 
no books of genuine literary caliber; however, for lighter distraction there 1s a basebali 
story- Lucy Kennedy's THE SUNLIT FIELD (Crown); a novel of social and marital rivalries in 
Catherine Whitcombe's THE HILL OF GLASS (Random House); and a fairly svelte psychiatric 
dish~ Vera Caspary's THE WEEPING AND THE LAUGHTER (Little, Brown). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
May 15 


Kirkbride, Ronald Frederick Fell 
STILL THE HEART SINGS $2.75 


Author of Winds, Blow Gently andSpring is Not Gentle writes here of the cre- 
ative, liberal spirit, in New Hampshire and the tragedy that attends it against the vi- 
ciousness of "men of good will". For the Rossies are a law unto themselves, having let 
their farm go when Zekel turns painter, later sculptor, living only for the happiness 
that their life brings them. The story is told by Karin, a cousin who has come to spend 
the summer, - of the twins' hobbledehoy days, Flora's inability to adjust to her family's 
integrity, Chris's salvation through his new wife, and Leda with her deep spiritual feel- 
ing for her woods and mountains. With the jeering reception of Zekel's statue for the 
bank, the cowardly treatment of one of the twins, the burning of Zekel‘s barn, Karin sees 
the disintegration of the family when Leda suicides and Zekel decides to move on where 
he can work in peace. A sometimes lyric, sometimes near-plush style gives this an old- 
fashioned effect, reminiscent at times of Gene Stratton-Porter, which should perhaps head 


it for a conservative market. 


June l 


Slaughter, Frank G. Doubleday 
THE STUBBORN HEART $3.00 


The predictable pattern, again historical, surgical and romantic, this tells of 
Julian Chisholm who recovers from his Civil War wounds and is determined to put his in- 
herited plantation- Chisholm Hundred- back on its feet. With him is Jane, whom he'd 
married during the war, a Union agent, and now- with her liberal notions- branded as 4 
"Yankee" and "nigger lover". And against him is Lucy, whom he'd once loved (and still 
desires) feverishly, who- with her Yankee millions, is buying up all the land and is de- 
termined to get Chisholm Hundred and Julian too. Through these years as Jane goes away 
on @ secret mission, as Julian fights off Lucy's overtures, as he refuses to bend to the 
Klan rising in violence, a climax is reached when its members ride against Chisholm Hun- 
dred, Lucy is killed, and Jane returns in the nick of time for Julian to perform a 
Caesarean section and deliver their son.... A popular prescription, I suppose, rentally 
speaking. 


-263 - 
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June l 


Slaughter, Frank G. Doubleday 
THE STUBBORN HEART $3.00 


The predictable pattern, again historical, surgical and romantic, this tells of 
Julian Chisholm who recovers from his Civil War wounds and is determined to put his in- 
herited plantation- Chisholm Hundred- back on its feet. With him is Jane, whom he'd 
married during the war, a Union agent, and now- with her liberal notions- branded as 4 
"Yankee" and "nigger lover". And against him is Lucy, whom he'd once loved (and still 
desires) feverishly, who- with her Yankee millions, is buying up all the land and is de- 
termined to get Chisholm Hundred and Julian too. Through these years as Jane goes away 
on @ secret mission, as Julian fights off Lucy's overtures, as he refuses to bend to the 
Klan rising in violence, a climax is reached when its members ride against Chisholm Hun- 
dred, Lucy is killed, and Jane returns in the nick of time for Julian to perform a 
Caesarean section and deliver their son.... A popular prescription, I suppose, rentally 
speaking. 


-263 - 














Fiction 


June 8 


Kennedy, Lucy Crown 
THE SUNLIT FIELD $3.00 


Here for the Dodgers' fans (and for that matter all ball fans) is a story that 
might better have been called "Brooklyn Zanies” or "Brooklyn's Darlin's". For the back- 
bone and the mainstay of the tale is baseball; the romance, the adventure, the making of 
@ man out of a spoiled, headstrong boy, and a woman out of a wisp of a lonely, independent 
girl - all are secondary to the rhythm of the ball game. Larry was running away from a 
domineering mother, in New England, and it took some hard knocks to make him break the 
silver cord; Po was running away from some unpalatable truths about men, after her Irish- 
minstrel father's death. And both were headed for Brooklyn. How they met- how they 
got there- and the strange doings aboard the mystery ship form part of the story. But 
the kernel of it revolves around the Excelsiors and the Atlantics and their rivalry; the 
zestful, fanatical madness of Brooklyn and its unorthodox ball playing; the staid, social 
aspects of the teams on Manhattan; and the burying of Brooklyn rivalries in the bigger 
job of forcing respect and recognition from the rest of the baseball mad country- and 
eventually New York itself. An original yarn, period piece (the time the latter part of 
the 19th century) - with a market for men and women who like to read about baseball. 


June 12 


Goldsmith, Martin M. Norton 
THE MIRACULOUS FISH OF DOMINGO GONZALES $2.75 


In the tradition of Tortilla Flat is this light, satiric, fanciful fable of the 
coming of civilization (from America) to Puerto Miguel (Mexico). The inhabitants had no 
comparisons, life simply was, jokes were made, there was drinking, dancing, church-going, 
and a personality to the community, until Senor Mulligan, on the hunt for vitamins, came 
there and offered high pay for the livers of sharks.....So that Domingo, who never could 
catch fish and whose shark catch had been terrific, found his luck turned with never a 
shark in his net when they meant something. But the other fishermen brought high powered 
prosperity to the town, and by their catches seemed to insure that it would be Puerto 
Miguel, rather than the neighboring Santa Clara, to which the railroad would come, untii 
@ minority-desired miracle tossed Puerto Miguel back into its lazy, contented and lethar- 
gic retreat from modernity. A pleasantly entertaining chronicle of the doubtful benefits 
of today's advancements, this has a bubbling sense of local character and event. 


June 15 


Blake, William J. Doubleday 
THE ANGEL $3 .50 


Alexander I of Russia deserved his epithet "the angel" more for his neuter char- 
acter than for his handsome physique. Inheriting some of his Grandmother Catherine's in- 
sight when she judged him an adorable ham actor, he summed himself up better than anyone 
in his advice to his long-suffering wife not to attempt to find the real man behind his 
facade of duplicity for there was none. If historical fans find such a hero too shallow, 
they at least receive more than their money's worth of traditional Russian royal madness, 
opulence, intrigue and perversion - not to mention a treat such as Napoleon's expedition 
and the tzar's culminating dramatic coup- arranging his own phony death and final life 
@s an incognito saint. Long, elaborate and fundamentally tasteless as the period itself, 
there is still a market for royal laundry and this hectic view of Russian personality is 
fashionable. 




























Fiction 
L 


June 40 
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Perrin, Blanche C. Macmillan 
DEE PWOOD $3700 
275 
A slight- almost to dissipation- comedy of incidents which are set in motion by 
the restoration of Deepwood, an abandoned Jeffersonian house in Shelby, Virginia, when 
Janie Oliver, a widow with a "whim of iron", decides to make Shelby an historical site. 
Steamrolling against all kinds of odds- notably a lack of funds, Janie forms a Deepwood 
Association and raises a little money; gets the mortgage cancelled and the title to the 
property; secures the parole of a contractor who in return will go to work on Deepwood; 
creates facilities for a prospective tourist traffic. And on the side there's the romance 
of her youngest daughter, Betsy, who'd gone to New York for a career, and Nick, Shelby's 
young doctor, to whom Betsy eventually succumbs... Some mildly amusing moments for strict- 
ly summer reading. 


—July6— _ 
SJ OwAraus, \Qs 
Mergendahl, Charles on Doubleday 


se ™ - oe $3.00 


What happens when the vet goes into a housing development - only as a femporary 
measure? This is the crux of Don and Shelley's life when they move into Camptown - know- 
ing that - with financial security - they can move to Montana for a sure, small business, 
when they find that living with a purpose must meet its compromises as pressures grow and 
as events change the shape of things to come. For there are the Morrises, both determined 
to move on to bigger and better backgrounds, at the cost of all personal honesty; the 
Silers who are coming up the hard-working way; the McDermots whose marriage drifts further 
and further to the point of no return until near-tragedy re-establishes it; the Littles 
whose budget offers them compensation and promise; - all these to point up and add to the 
Cousins' attempts to be different and to break away. And when it comes to the showdown - 
with Cathy having her second child - it is a hostage to fortune they offer, to stay on at 
Camptown and put Montana on the calendar for the next year. There is a compassionate 
comprehension of the attitudes and responses of the younger marrieds here, a tenderness 
for the touchy spots of economic and emotional relationships, an unsparing reportage of 
"better living" in modern housing, that brings this close to many homes, and should make 
it appealing reading for many a community project. 





ra Sapte 
Seghers, Anna aula Little, Brown 
THE DEAD STAY YOUNG $4.00 


Lacking the narrative drive, the emotional impact of The Seventh Cross, this is 
@ sober monotone of Germany between wars which reflects- through the stories of five fa- 
milies circumstantially connected- several strata of society, the economic uncertainty, 
labor unrest, political dislocation and factionalism which made Hitler possible. Inter- 
connected by the chance mechanism of the shooting down of a soldier- who was carrying 
subversive literature- in 1918, this follows the lives of those involved. There is Marie, 
the dead man's girl, who is left pregnant, marries a widower, represents the poorer in- 
dustrial proletariat; Nadler, a farmer, and his brother who had shared his wife during 
the war; von Klemm, rich and ruthless, who is about to cast off his wife when he is killed; 
Ernst von Lieven, attractive, unprincipled, who loves and leaves many women until he makes 
& marriage of mutual interest with his cousin, is finally able to return to their land on 
the Baltic just before the Russian invasion; and Wenzlow, a career officer in the army. 
Through their lives, and those of their children as they are absorbed in the Youth Move- 
ment, the changing face of Germany is reflected in a panorama in a treatment which con- 
mands respect rather than sympathy. 






















Fiction 


July 10 


Fish, Rachel Ann Coward -McCann 
THE NEWEL POST $3.00 


A family story which spans from the twenties to the forties covers the one woman 
fight of Cathy against the oppressive influence of Rose Trenton, whose owners, the Pres- 
cotts, take their responsibilities seriously. Guided by Madame Lucy, ruled and owned by 
her, the boys, Paul and Martin make their individual breaks with authority - and learn to 
rue, broodfully for Paul, violently, for Martin. For Paul jilted his childhood sweet- 
heart, Netta, for love of Cathy, only to let Cathy try to stand alone against the august 
impressiveness of Madame Lucy and Rose Trenton. While Cathy, in her insistent immaturity, 
championed Martin in his rebellion to pursue his music, and cold-shouldered Netta, who to 
revenge her passionate disappointment, became more than bed-wise and an enemy of Rose 
Trenton. Martin's marriage to Netta precipitated the near-crash of Cathy's marriage, 
Netta's affair with Paul - and his subsequent killing of Netta and own suicide. Madame 
Lucy keeps Martin's secret, and with her death and Paul's departure for the War, Cathy 
is really brought to her senses by her son and his demand for his mother's becoming a 
true Prescott. Patterned on the incident upon incident of soap opera techniques, this 
nevertheless manages something of integrity in various characters and sincerity in house- 
hold events. "Serious" rentals certainly. 





Whitcombe, Catherine Random House 
THE HILL OF GLASS $2.75 — 


* A suggestion here of Scott Fitzgerald, the early O'Hara, for a story which in 
its New York and suburban sophistication reflects the shifting standards of two genera- 
tions, the disintegration of the world of two old ladies, Lucy and her friendly enemy- 
Emily, who- having lost their husbands, houses, servants, children, still cling to what 
little they have left. And in the deterioration of the marriages of their only daughters, 
Marianna and Laura, is reflected all the restlessness of an emptier era; Marianna, who 
had always loved Ford whom Laura had married, bored by the devotion of her husband- Henry; 
Henry, who during the war had fallen in love with another girl with whom he found what 
Marianna had never given him; Laura, once brittle, bright, and now a little shrill; Ford, 
who'd acquired an Eastern seaboard gloss easily lost when drunk and reverting to type 
and to the woman who'd kept him as an adolescent... Some nice touches here, and some 
softer ones, this projects the dissolution of values, the emergence of insecurities as 
they affect the old who lose face, the children who are the ultimate victims, in a treat- 
ment which is clever, disabused, absorbing. 


/ July 12 


Caspary, Vera Little, Brown 
THE WEEPING AND THE LAUGHTER $3.00 _ 


From the devious, deadly charms of Bedelia and Laura, this retains the dramatic 
momentum of these earlier books in a study of suicide, uses the glamoured artifice of 
Beverley Hills to tell the story of Emmy Arkwright, a successful fashion designer whose 
public success was matched by personal failure. ‘fter Emmy's first, failing attempt to 
kill herself, Nat Volck- a young doctor- bitter and uncomfortable in his California Ca- 
dillac practice, attends her, watches over her slow return to memory, the denial of her 
act, her disbelief of those around her. And in her return to her old life, to the paras- 
itic family which is cadging off her, to Herbert- her fiance- arrogant, pompous, to 
Frances- her partner- in love with Herbert, Emmy faces the same irritations, the same 
sense of failure and the desire to escape. But this time, as she is drawn down into the 
vortex of nightmare thoughts which lead to death, she overrides the impulse and escapes, 
has the stability and security offered by Nat ahead... Some fairly fancy accessories for 
a holding probing of this drive- this provides some sophisticated suspense. 












July 13 






Bissell, Richard P. Little, Brown (A.M.P.) 
A STRETCH ON THE RIVER $2.75 







A random, rowdy chronicle of life on an Upper Mississippi towboat, this covers- 
with some bright, brassy humor- some of the lazy charm of bumming up and down the river. 
This is the story of Bill Joyce whose father was a society bootlegger with some Chicago 
connections (Al Capone, Johnny Torrio); of his adolescence in the coonskin age; of his 
evasion of his draft board in 1942 as he signed as a deck hand on the "Inland Queen" 
where he stayed on- out of stubbornness. There is his love for Merle, picked up and 
bedded down in St. Paul; his friendships with the hands on the crew and the death of 
Shorty- who falls overboard and drowns; the attractions of new cities- new faces; the 
things you learn to be a river man (an 84 hour week and a lot of punishment); the most 
dismal feature- the lock at Keokuk, Iowa; and all in all the aimlessly seductive way of 
life this offers... Sort of ‘special- in a way- this is often very funny, has a fresh 
feel, but is not cleaned up for primmer tastes. 












July 14 






Random House 
SO MANY DOORS | $2-+76 3 


Hall, Oakley 





oe 




























A first novel which displays a violent, almost visceral, talent and which con- 
centrates its full fury on a taunting, tortured love affair and the destruction it gen- 
erated. This tells of Jack Ward, a cat skinner, and his casual seduction of Vassilia 
Baird, young, awkward, vulnerable, who soon learned that Jack was easy to make, difficult 

@ to marry. Hardening herself, cheapening herself, Vassilia keeps her vantage with Jack as 
she hurts him, makes a fool of him, drives him- indirectly- to the murder of a friend. 
Losing Jack through the war years, Vassilia marries an older, richer man- while Jack re- 
turns from the Pacific and settles down with Gene, gentle and quite helpless when Vassilia 
comes back into his life. Finally determined to get a divorce from Gene to marry Vassilia, 
Jack goes home to find that Gene- mentally and physically broken after the abortion of the 
child they were to have- has killed Vassilia, and Jack assumes the responsibility of the 
crime. Rough, sexy, combustible, this is quite a handful- and not for all types of cir- 

culation. 





AND ONE TOO LATE 


Taylor, Peter Harcourt, Brace 
A WOMAN OF MBANS $2.75 


Following a collection of short stories- A Long Fourth- this first novel is an 
extension of the former medium, reveals again a fine-drawn talent which relies on the 
suggestive rather than overt, and which- for all its delicacy of detail- is still ulti- 
mately insubstantial. Through the eyes of Quintus Dudley, twelve, the reader sees the 
marriage of his father, a self-made man in hardware, to Ann Lauterbach, a wealthy woman. 
There are the boy's memories of a poor but proud Southern background and the uncomfort- 
able reality of non-acceptance at a private school in St. Louis; there is his immediate 
attraction to his stepmother and the special relationship which exists between them; 
and there is finally the discord between his parents in which he is both go-between and 
target, and the tragedy of his stepmother's mental breakdown... Impressionistic, in- 
direct, this is for a qualified, discriminating audience. (5/3) 
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SNOOPIN’ AND SHOOTIN’ 


June 15 





Trimble, Louis Macrae -Smith 
GUNSMOKE JUSTICE - $2.50 


Faith McFee thought Brad Jordan brutal and ruthless when she saw how he could 
handle his fists and guns, a drifter who would be on the move again when the trouble in 
the fertile Washington valley was over, But Olaf and the other homesteaders found in Brad 
the friend they needed, the man of action who eventually defeated the land-hungry big 
operators and preserved the water rights for all - including himself and Faith when he 
decided to settle there with her. Adequate. 


June 27 


Bellairs, George Macmillan 
THE CASE OF THE DEMENTED SPIV $2.50 


Scotland Yard's Littlejohn tucked away on a rum go in the small town of Brook- 
field when the secretary of a mill, who is also the church organist, is done away with, 
in a bad disguise. Littlejohn, thoroughgoing and patient, bares family scandals of the 
Fennings, owners of the mill, together with local gossip and acquits himself successfully. 
British slow freight - but it gets there. 


July5 UY 


Evans, Evan Harper 
SAWDUST AND SIXGUNS $2.50 | 


* Crackling action and a stupendous hero distinguish this jim-dandy Western cram- 
med with color and adventure. Anthony Castracane's circus background fits him like a 
glove for his role as the biggest tornado ever to hit wide-open Dodge City. Mad Anthony's 
exploits in his effort to win Muriel Lester from Diamond Jack Kirby are big enough to fill 
even the wide open spaces of the West, virile enough to win a superb wild stallion, the 
friendship of an Osage Indian chief and the pure heart of the gal. An almost legendary 
stature to the character and events gives this above average appeal. 


July 6 


DuBois, Theodora Doubleday 
HIGH TENS ION $2.25 


Of the overcast romance of Peter MacVeigh, a schoolteacher out of a job, who 
when hired as a gardener by a wealthy friend falls in love with her granddaughter, Celia, 
a disturbing dish. With the croquet mallet murder of a neighbor, the increasing episodes 
of violence and Celia's impulsive involvement in a vigilante organization, Peter is only 
able to extricate his girl by using the methods of the murderer. If implausible, this is 
also engaging. 


Fox, James M. Little, Brown 
THE GENTLE HANGMAN $2.50 \ 


More murder for Johnny Marshall, a private operator in the California area, as 
he finds the body of a blonde gently hung from a bedpost after her disappearance from a 
radio stunt show with a $1000 ring. Some misleading matters of identity, of the contents 
of a briefcase, hot jewelry, finally force Marshall to bait the killer with Suzy, his wife, 
and in so doing he closes the case. The action is accelerated, the corners cut. 
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July 10 

Polsky, Thomas Dutton 

THE CUDGEL $2.50 


The Great Smokies provide a backdrop for murder, in which a hated daughter-in- 
law is removed from a united family circle by violence. The family attempts to shift the 
blame to a visiting discarded suitor of their daughter, but his aunt comes to his defense, 
secures most of the evidence, and- with the backing of the doctor - coroner- friend of the 
family, takes the jump on local investigators, and brings the killer to book. Good enough 
reading, but the stock suspects are there,- an alcoholic invalid woman, a domineering old 
grandmother who holds the pursestrings, an unhappy husband of the tramp who meets her just 
end - and the bachelor uncle whose proneness to the family "black rage" has been concealed 
despite another violent death. There's presumably a happy end to a frustrated romance- 
and the killer succeeds in escaping by suicide. 


Dutton 


Robertson, Frank C. 
WRANGLER ON THE PROD $2.50 

Feuds and double-handed deals flame up like prairie fires when the Big Three of 
Soda Springs try rustling, intrigue and murder to get rid of tough Britt Bright of Snake 
Ranch and Van Gregory, his enemy, in an attempt to corner the sheep trade that is on its 
way to the town. Driven by a killing incident in which his brother was innocently invol- 
ved, Van seeks help of the unscrupulous Three to save him from hanging and finds himself 
paying the price of working for the bosses. There is a gal problem with the hero, too, 
and it is not easy for Van to decide between a sweet, gentle widow and the wild-riding, 
brandy-drinking daughter of one of the bosses. More complications than you can shake 4 
lariat at, but all the ends are twisted up in a satisfactory and ingenious manner. A 
good, fast-paced, galloping, shooting Western. 


Random House 


Eberhart, Mignon 
HUNT WITH THE HOUNDS $2.50 

* Virginia horse and hounds, and fox-hunting, a pertinent part of the background 
for the frightened-female story of Sue, whose testimony clears Jed of the murder of his 
wife. But it puts her right in police hands as the guilty one, especially when she is 
also present at another killing, and it is not until all past hurts, feuds, resentments 
and hatreds have been aired that she is in the clear. Well-groomed and mannered. 





July 13 


Gulick, Bill Houghton, Mifflin 
BEND OF THE SNAKE $2.50 


The opening up of the far Western territory, and an undertaking to bring food 
and cattle to the miners there as it is assumed by Emerson Cole and his younger partner, 
Scott Burton. It is Burton who fights the opposition of monopolist Webb Taylor, kills 
Taylor's hired men in a fair fight, and then Taylor himself, and only later learns of the 
concealed, criminal act which had given Cole his start which requires further retribution. 
More than the usual substance here, and some non-standard situations give this a fresh 


interest in this field. 12 
July #% | 
Rinehart, Mary Roberts Rinehart 
EPISODE OF THE WANDERING KNIFE $2.50 


* The title story and two others (fhe Man Who Hid His Breakfast and The Secret ) 
comprise this volume by a famous hand which still shows its skill in its ability to com- 
bine polite veneer, pace and popular appeal. A now-you-see-it, now-you-don't knife which 
is connected with murder (and family and romance) is the focus of the first: a retiring 
police detective's last case makes murder stick for the second: and the third centers 4- 
round the mystery enshrouding a household of women which leads to murder tracked down by 
one of the author's familiar nurses. Good social standing in this. 















REPRINTS _ For June 





BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 































© Brown, Frederic - THE BLOODY MOONLIGHT Crane, Milton- Fd. - SINS OF NEW YORK 
Busch, Niven - THE FURIES Ertz, Susan - MARY HALLAM 
Collins, May - THE SISTER OF CAIN Evans, Evan - GUNMAN'S LEGACY 
Collins, Norman - THE BLAZING LAND Maier, William - PLEASURE ISLAND 


Giants {Each $.35) 


Burns, John Horne - THE GALLERY Marquand, John P. - H. M. PULHAM, ESQUIRE 
Edmonds, Walter D. - DRUMS ALONG THE MOHAWK Seeley, Mabel - WOMAN OF PROPERTY 


DELL PUBLISHING 


Adams, Frank R. - ARIZONA FEUD Hammett, Dashiell - A MAN CALLED SPADE 
Bernard, Alan - CLEOPATRA'S NIGHTS Kummer, Frederic Arnold - LADIES IN 
Cunningham, A. B. - THE AFFAIR AT THE HADES 

BOAT LANDING McGerr, Pat - SEVEN DEADLY SISTERS 
Fox, Norman A. - CACTUS CAVALIER Parrott, Ursula - STRANGERS MAY KISS 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 
Dollar Books 
Loring, Emilie - THE SOLITARY HORSEMAN Miller, R. DeWitt - TRUE STORIES OF THE 
SUPERNATURAL 
Special: ~ Stratton-Porter, Gene - KEEPER OF THE BEES 
+ THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 
Signet for June 1 (Each $.25) 
Engstrand, Stuart - THE SLING AND THE ARROW Wormser, Richard - THE HANGING HEIRESS 


Signet for June 28 (Each $.25) 


Cooper, Mae - LILY HENRY MacDonald, W. C. - THE SHADOW RIDER 
Kenyon & Russell - HEALTHY BABIES ARE Morley, Christopher - KITTY FOYLE 
HAPPY BABIES Shaplen, R. - THE LOVE MAKING OF MAX-ROBERT 


Spillane, Mickey - MY GUN IS QUICK 
Signet Giant - Wright, Richard - NATIVE SON -($.35) 
Mentor (Each $.35) 


Maas, Carl - HOW TO KNOW AND ENJOY NEW YORK Parkman, Francis - THE OREGON TRAIL 


POCKETBOOKS 
Chandler, Raymond - THE BIG SLEEP Halleran, E. E. ~- RUSTLERS' CANYON 
Christie, Agatha - MURDER IN THE CALAIS COACH Hancock, Lucy Agnes - SPECIAL NURSE 
Foreman, L. L. - DESPERADO'S GOLD Post, Mary Brinker - ANNIE JORDAN 


) Gardner, E. S. - THE CASE OF THE DROWSY Smith, H. Allen - RHUBARB 
£ MOSQUITO 
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MUST BOOK 
May 31 
Gunther, John Harper 
ROOSEVELT IN RETROSPECT $3.75 


The master of collecting, assessing and redistributing information has turned 
his reportorial gifts to the personality and career of a figure who is already part of 
history, Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Here is a dispassionate study, an intimate closeup 
of the man, of his relations with others, of his family, of his career, politically and 
professionally. It is an honest study, with due recognition of the rare genius of Roose- 
velt along with his weaknesses, his littlenesses, his beliefs, his likes and dislikes, 
his attitudes. John Gunther has a colloquial style, chatty, anecdotal, very personal. 
Possibly Frances Perkins' The Roosevelt I Knew, though less comprehensive in coverage, 
comes closest to this sense of intimate knowledge, though the Gunther differs in that one 
is aware that he has arrived at his facts through years of study of the man, his achieve- 
ments, his words, and through interviews with the people closest to him. Occasionally, 
there is almost a "gossip column" aspect to the material, but in the main one reads with 
@ conviction that here is the man himself, with all his complexities, his charm, his 
warmth, his human frailties, and the smallnesses of his greatnesses. A mirror - rather 
than a critical portrait. Intensely good reading despite the familiarity of much of the 
material. Books about Roosevelt are already legion; this is not just another book, but 
one that makes the reader feel that the man lives in its pages. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 











May 22 


Scribner 


Kravchenko, Victor 
I CHOSE JUSTICE $3.50 
The book which precipitated the trial reported herein was a dark horse sensa- 
tion,- 1 Chose Freedom, one of the first of the confession stories of a disillusioned 
citizen of the Soviet. Hostage of the USA, Kravchenko risked his life to return to the 
Continent, and, in Paris, to go through the grim ordeal of a libel suit against a Soviet 
controlled French journal, and a writer who had attacked him and who himself never ma- 
terialzed. An unusual handling of courtroom material, this is a blend of charge and 
countercharge, stories of the witnesses, personal experience and interpretation directly 
related to the issues, and a Conclusion which challenges the United States to bring the 
peoples of the globe into warmer relations in preparation for the inevitable conflict 
with the Soviet. Through these media, the reader's eyes are opened to the facts Krav- 
chenko proves,- facts as to the oppression exercised against the Kulaks, the violent 
measures and procedures, annihilation, deportation - and the proved existence of "hundreds 
of Dachaus, hundreds of Buchenvalds". The background of the purges, designed to railroad 
all who might bear witness against Soviet crimes, false charges, false confessions, blast- 
ed lives. The camps- prison camps, labor camps, made notable by their achievements, and 
the public works widely heralded; actually grim replicas of the Nazi camps. Even the 
liberated, who looked on the Russians as saviors suffer in DP semps, their families torn 
apart, children cast adrift as wanderers, and the NKVD reaping material profits. Against 
these charges of tested witnesses, supporting Kravchenko's claims, the Soviet sent a few 
to bring personal charges against him, Les Lettres Francais’ testimony petered out into 
bullying, setting traps for his witnesses, and shouting nationalist cliches. Kravchenko 
was vindicated- but accomplished more than that. He proved- to the court of world opin- 
ion- an indictment of the Soviet regime, not of Russia, and the existence of justice in 
a free country. There's lots of interesting and revealing material here, which takes 
some digging, because of the shifts in approach and presentation. Not as easy reading 
as I Chose Freedom but an important corollary. 
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May 24 


€ Haile, Pennington Ives Washburn 
THE EAGLE AND THE BEAR $2.50 


A highly readable and stimulating analysis of the Russo-American situation in 
terms of historical philosophy. In the scorpian nests of contemporary propaganda, super- 
stitions and addled information, where the liberal finds himself in the ignominious posi- 
tion of a muddled mugwump, some thinking way up in the clear blue air of philosophy is 
indeed welcome. In a threefold discussion of the philosophical roots of medievalism, 
eighteenth century rationalism and Marxism, the author traces the ideological frameworks 
of three great societies back to their quiet and rarefied beginnings, together with the 
peculiar conditions that transformed an academic concept into its popular manifestation. 
As the Christian church appropriated Aristotle's "graduated" society with Divine purpose 
working through men, and the liberated free men writing the Declaration of Independence 
found a sound rationalistic basis in Locke's theory of government as a necessary evil 
for the protection of life, liberty and property, so the property-less peasants of Russia 
discovered an answer in the "classless" Utopia evolved from the popular concept of the 
Hegel-Fichte-Marx dialectic materialism. Students should be warned that this book is 
for popular consumption - the family trees have too few branches, the outlines are 
Simplified. Also the author's conclusion is a confusing appendage- arms and propaganda 
for doubtful countries, based on the assumption that the twain shall never meet. How- 
ever, as a breaking down of nebulous emotional prejudices, this is a fine achievement. 


Announcing for May 25 





Inge, William COME BACK, LITTLE SHEBA Random House 
Logan, Joshua THE WISTERIA TREES Random House 
Each $2.50 


Both these plays are creating much comment on the Broadway stage: the first be- 
cause of the fine performances by the two leading players, Sidney Blackmer and Shirley 
Booth; the second because of the experiment of transporting The Cherry Orchard to the 
South and of providing Helen Hayes with an appealing role. Of importance to theatre 
shelves. 


May 31 


la Farge, John, S.J. Longmans, Green 
NO POSTPONEMENT $3.00 





The sub-title- U.S. Moral Leadership and the Problem of Racial Minorities gives 
a clue to the thesis of this tract for the times. It is that unless America makes great- 
er progress in solving its race problems she is in danger of forfeiting her right to 
moral leadership in the world. Mr. La Farge claims that the high moral stand taken by 
the American representatives in the Commission on Human Rights of the United Nations will 
be interpreted as insincere and hypocritical unless we take more radical steps immediate- 
ly to correct the injustices under which Negroes and other minority groups must live. 
As a leading Catholic, La Farge writes for Catholics and stresses the part played by the 
Catholic Church through its parishes, institutions and imter-racial councils. But the 
book is a ringing call for immediate action to be taken by all faiths. Predominantly 
for the religious book market. 
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June 29 Vv 


Peattie, Donald Culross & Houghton, Mifflin 
Noel A CUP OF SKY $2.50 » 


A collaboration of father and son (although Donald Culross Peattie authors the 
majority of the essays here) which records "the common and lovely miracles of natural 
life", blends the scientific, the legendary with an appreciation which is consistently 
communicative. The wind, fire, snow, sunlight, the moon, the evening star, fireflies 
and bats, the hummingbird and birdsong, pollen and honey, ferns and the spider's gossamer, 
all provoke fact and fancy, are described with an eye for the changeless charms of the 
natural world. The informative values here, as well as the contemplative, make this 
suitable for a younger market as well as Peattie's well established following. 





June ?? 


Newsweek- The Editors of Funk & Wagnalls 
NEWSWEEK HISTORY OF OUR TIMES $6.00 


A projected annual, this is a synchronized synopsis of the year's events and 
personalities, and without editorializing (without the style either of its competitor 
Time) organizes and condenses the news of the year. The Truman administration; foreign 
policy; Congress; strikes; communism; international affairs; the U.N.; Europe, Asia and 
around the world country by country; business; medicine; TV; radio; the press; music; 
education; religion; science, sports; theatre; films; books; causes celebres- the 5 
percenters; the Communists trials; Alger Hiss and Judith Coplon; celebrities; this manages 


wide coverage in brief digest. 





July 5 VY 


Thruelsen, Richard Harper 
MEN AT WORK $2.75 VW 





A series of occupational and professional profiles which appeared originally 
in the Saturday Evening Post, these are case histories of particular people in particu”. .: 
jobs all over the country, their qualifications and responsibilities, liabilities and 
compensations. There's a department store buyer; a railroader; a state cop; a postman; 
a construction engineer; a merchant marine officer; a radio emcee; a movie house manager; . 
a fireman; a tree man; a reporter; a drive-in operator; a city manager's assistant; etc. 
etc. Most of these men have gotten to the top- and the returns are indicated, and they 
represent success- but not easy success- stories. The vocational value is slight; the 
market a little vague, though the treatment is animated. 


July 6 


Duffy, Warden Clinton T- as Doubleday 
told to Jennings, Dean THE SAN QUENTIN STORY $3.002, 75 


There's a far greater animation here in this story of Warden Duffy's reformed 
regime at San Quentin than in Warden Johnston's Alcatraz Island Prison (Soribner-1949) and 
the story of his administration there catches a fair share of human interest. Born in 
“Prison Town", the son of a guard, Duffy served on the prison staff, was appointed warden 
for a thirty day period after a shake-up. Determined to do away with the brutal methods 
there which bred resentment, revolt and riots, Duffy inaugurated many changes, gave the 
men the small pleasures and privileges they needed, was assisted by Gladys, his wife, who 
sent letters, flowers, birthday cakes to the men on Condemned Row. This is the story of 
his tenure which became permanent; of certain criminals- Kid McCoy, Tom Mooney, etc.; of 
a counterfeit plant within the walls and attempted breaks; of sex- and homosexuality; of 
the condemned men (throughout there is his protest against capital punishment) and the 
lifers; and the occupations, hobbies, films and radios he initiated which made the prison 
e more liveable place and the inmates much more manageable. 
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July 6 


du Maurier, Daphne Doubleday _ 
& SEPTEMBER TIDE $2.50 0° 


By blowing a little dust off the plot, this well-known writer has achieved a 
gentile and pleasantly sentimental comedy of manners wherein artist son-in-law falls in 
love with the more mellow grace of his wife's mother. The feather weight treatment of 
post war cynicism and morals in the younger generation permits a wistfully happy ending 
with mother's honor as well as her domestic brand of glamour still intact and the young 
couple off to happiness on their own. Gertrude Lawrence starred in the successful London 
presentation of the piece and is bringing it to this country to play in the summer thea- 
tres. 


Williams, Lt. Col. 9 + Doubleday 
\ ELEPHANT BILL $3.50 


* From his start with the Bombay Burma Trading Corporation in 1920, the author 
reveals what he has learned of elephants from that day to this, as he worked with them 
in transporting teak and in the Army during the past war. How they are trained, what 

| they are like when they are sick, their courting, their babies, and their unusual in- 
7 telligence are all described in fascinating detail. There are stories of wily oozies 
(the elephant's permanent rider), of dacoits (the Burmese robbers), of jungle life and 
wild beasts, and of the problems of elephant management. There's an exciting march 
during the war when one elephant proved a hero, there are explanations of savage ele- 
phants, bright elephants and elephants in "musth" - and the whole gives a vivid picture 
of out-of-the-way life for the stay-at-home who wants colorful reading. Part of this 
appeared in The New Yorker; Cosmopolitan will print an 8,000 word excerpt before publi- 


@ cation. Ill'd. J 


Morison, Samuel Eliot Houghton, Mifflin 
THE ROPEMAKERS OF PLYMOUTH $ac75 
Be 
An authority of Naval history here turns to the history of an industry. The 
Plymouth Cordage Company, which was founded in 1824 by Bourne Spooner and which continues 
to this day, with a product internationally known. Tracing the early organization and 
difficulties, the importance of the introduction of manila into ropemaking, this goes on 
to the expansion resulting from the needs and contributions of the clipper ships; it 
follows the growing markets, the mechanical innovations and modernizations, the compe- 
tition, disasters,strikes and the company's record through three wars. Pointing with 
pride to 125 years of benevolent paternalism, this will "unlay" the story of Plymouth 
rope for the commercial and specialty minded. 


c 
July 7? J 

DuBois, Rachel D. Harper 

NEIGHBORS IN ACTION $3 .@0 


A report to teachers and parents on a sociological experiment with Junior High 
students in New York City to promote cultural democracy and tolerance through understand- 
ing and recognition given to the many minority groups making up the American whole. These 
aims were accomplished with outstanding success by a series of Parrandas, arranged through 

/} the joint cooperation of parents and teachers, whereby the children learned the differ- 
ent ethnic customs of the participating families under relaxed party conditions-~- thus, 
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part of a dinner would be served at a Puerto Rican home with traditional dishes, etc., and 
would be followed by dessert in an Irish or perhaps Jewish home. The book contains a com- 
plete guide for the institution of similar projects in other communities, including 4 
plan for the training of leaders, suggested group games and bibliographies for reading 
material on various cultural groups. A sound carefully planned book for the creative 
guidance of parents and teachers in any community. ; 


July ?7? 


Dulles, Foster Rhea Harper 
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS HISTORY $5.00. 


A detailed history of the humanitarian organization from its foundation in 1881 
and early growth under the guidance of Clara Barton through the last world war and present 
infinite services. Clear and readable, the progress and pitfalls outlined through the 
years provides a sociological and ideological yardstick of America. A truly representa- 
tive American institution in theory, organization and execution, the Red Cross has mirror- 
ed our national problems and enlarging responsibilities- from limited domestic aid to 
international cooperation, wartime emergency service to peacetime public welfare- this 
greater parallel may readily be discerned in these pages and provides a wider interest 
and value to an already important subject. This is an objective report that is hearten- 


ing without whitewashing. 


Lundberg, Louis B. f Harper 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY / /5 $3.00 


The inter-dependence of business and the community is pointed up and suggestions 
made for profitable cooperation in this book concerned with public relations. Beginning 
with a discussion of the advantages of a healthy give and take between the business and 
its community, the author describes the nature of community influence - in politics, local 
conditions affecting efficiency and sales, good will, public opinion development, and per- 
sonal and family welfare. Methods of creating sound relations with the community are 
touched upon - negative, "passive", and positive policy, and specific "helps" to the com- 
munity in the form of aid to local causes, schools, civic improvement, promotion, etc. 
Some flavor of "you'd better kick in, or you'll be soaked by local taxes", but on the 
whole, sweetness and light. 


Southall, Sara Harper 
INDUSTRY'S UNFINISHED BUSINESS 7 119 $2.50 — 


An examination of fair employment practices in industry from the managerial 
standpoint, with an analysis and suggestions. The author, formerly associated with Inter- 
national Harvester and later a worker in FEPC, here sets forth principles which she has 
found to be most satisfactory and practical to employer and employee for instituting 
anti-discriminatory employment. The author works from the basic assumption that non- 
discrimination in industry is desirable, not only to minorities, but to the employer be- 
cause of the benefits in increased production due to the utilization of vast resources 
of unused labor. Beginning with an analysis of the situation, the work of the FEPC, and 
single attempts to break discriminatory practices, the author examines all possible 
methods of cooperation between the industrial relations manager and supervisors, per- 


sonnel managers,"majority” employees, minority agencies, labor groups and community groups, 


and emerges with some “do's” and "don'ts". All in all the author sees the fair employ- 
ment practice pioneering as a slow but ultimately successful process, but she pulls no 
punches, advising intelligence, tact and good sense as well as a little psychology. This 
is no pollyanna thesis - here is a practical, forceful guide to action. 
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Wilton, George STUT] ERIN G Harper 
HOW TO OVERCOME GPEECH-DISORDERS $2.50 _- 


An easily understood program for self-cure of speech disorders by a former mem- 
ber of the staff of The National Hospital for Speech Disorders. The general tone of the 
book is in keeping with its basic precept- relaxation!- and the easy, friendly explana- 
tion of the nervous origin of stuttering, etc., the enthusiastically advocated routine 
for releasing tension, implanting confidence and poise and generally extroverting the 
sufferer's personality makes simple common sense that is capable of application by any 


layman. 


Taber, Gladys Macrae-Smith 
STILLMEADOWS SEASONS $3.00 


Report repeated from page 121 of the February 15th bulletin, as follows: "There's 
& serenity, sparked with humanity, that gives Gladys Taber's books about Stillmeadow their 
unfailing charm. One feels, in following the round of seasons, month by month, as one 
does in returning to well-loved scenes. There's a nostalgic quality, an evocation of the 
things that a beloved country home can mean, that all but the incurable city dweller en- 
joy experiencing. There are bits of homely philosophy, commentary on the state of the 
troubled world, chunks of housewifery, humorous touches- and always the dogs, each one 
of whom has become a real personality to anyone who read Gladys Taber's Diary of Domesticity-~ 
or who knows herfspecially Spaniels, and the other Stillmeadow books. And of course 
there's a good deal about gardening (Jill's province)- and more about the kitchen end 
(which Gladys herself makes sound so casually easy and enticing). Picnics of every kind- 
outings to savor the countryside- all in all, a good life.” This will be a Family Read- 
ing Club selection. 


AND ONE TOO LATE 


Urquhart, F. A. Holt 
INTRODUCING THE INSECT $5.00 


An introduction to the science of entomology for beginners, with collecting 
hints, brief descriptions of common insects, and instructions for using the identifica- 
tion keys formulated by the author. This is not a handbook for advanced students as the 
author presupposes no knowledge of scientific nomenclature - the order, family, genus 
and specie names are not used except in a few cases. The main orders are covered - 
grasshoppers, cockroaches, termites, lice, dragonflies, net-winged insects, scorpion- 
flies, butterflies and moths, beetles, ants, bees and wasps, flies and fleas, etc. 
Instructions for collecting, killing and mounting insects are detailed and the chapter 
on general anatomy and life cycles of the insect class provides a starting point for 
closer examination of specific types. Four full-color plates and drawings by E.B.S. 
Logier, an index and bibliography are included. (Publ.) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 

191 Espy, Willard R.- BOLD NEW PROGRAM- from 4/19 to 5/10 (Harper) 

197 Bacmeister, Rhoda- YOUR CHILD AND OTHER PEOPLE- from 5/15 to 9/? (Little, Brown) 

247 Henriques, Robert- TOO LITTLE LOVE- definite date 6/9 (Viking) 

253 Bevington, Helen- NINETEEN MILLION ELEPHANTS - from 6/13 to 6/29 een 
Mifflin 

255 Mangione, Jerre- REUNION IN SICILY- price from $3.00 to $2.75 (Houghton, 





Mifflin) 





A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR JUNE AND JULY 


CONTEMPORARY 


oe 
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Clewes, Winston TROY AND THE MAYPOLE (Knopf) 

Shute, Nevil THE LEGACY (Morrow) 

Henriques, Robert TOO LITTLE LOVE (Viking) 

Tasaki, Hanama LONG THE IMPERIAL WAY (Houghton, Mifflin) 

Swinnerton, Frank THE DOCTOR'S WIFE COMES TO STAY (Doubleday) 

Warren, Robert Penn WORLD ENOUGH AND TIME (Random House) July Lit- 

erary Guild selection. 

Brinig, Myron FOOTSTEPS ON THE STAIR (Rinehart) 

Whitcombe, Catherine THE HILL OF GLASS (Random House) 

Caspary, Vera THE WEEPING AND THE LAUGHTER (Little, Brown) 

Stinetorf, Louise WHITE WITCH DOCTOR (Westminster) August 
Literary Guild selection. 

Mlekar, Frank HE, THE FATHER (Harper) 

Moravia, Alberto TWO ADOLESCENTS (Farrar, Straus) 
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THRILLERS 


O'Rourke, Frank BLACKWATER (Random House) 

Dickson, Carter NIGHT AT THE MOCKING WIDOW (Morrow) 
Powell, Richard SHELL GAME (Simon & Schuster) 

Lyon, Dana THE TENTACLES (Harper) 


JIaaca 


Evans, Evan SAWDUST AND SIXGUNS (Harper) 

Eberhart, Mignon HUNT WITH THE HOUNDS (Random House) 
Bentley, H. C. ELEPHANT'S WORK (Knopf) 

Rinehart, Mary R. EPISODES OF THE WANDERING KNIFE (Rinehart) 
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BIOGRAPHY 


Patterson & Conrad SCOTTSBORO BOY (Doubleday) 3.00 
Crichton, Kyle THE MARX BROTHERS (Doubleday) 3.00 
Bowen, Catherine D. JOHN ADAMS AND THE AMBRICAN REVOLUTION (Little, 
Brown-A.M.P.) July Book of the Month selection.5.00 
Williams, Lt. Col. ELEPHANT BILL (Doubleday) 3.50 


CONTEMPORARY HISTORY 


Kravchenko, Victor I CHOOSE JUSTICE (Scribner) 
Gunther, John ROOSEVELT IN RETROSPECT (Harper) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


June 15- Yutang, Lin THE WISDOM OF AMERICA (John Day) 
July 19- McKenney & Branston HERE'S ENGLAND (Harper) 
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